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Personal Statement 

I have been a physician for most of my life. During these many years I have experienced everything I 
thought being a doctor would be like: the agony of losing a patient and the joy of saving a life, the 
frustration of futility and the intoxication of making the right diagnosis when no one else could, 
exhaustion to the point of falling asleep standing, and the superhuman effort to wield my brain and 
body to evaluate one more patient in the middle of the night. I have seen friends and strangers die 
despite my best efforts and, yes, there may have been a few that I did not exactly help despite my 
best intentions. As a member of the US Army I have been to war and back a few times and 
experienced the terror of what seemed like certain death at the hand of the enemy as well as the 
exhilaration of returning home in one piece. Indeed, I have had a very enriching life. It is now time for 
me to tell some of these stories and there is no better medium than film to do that. I am interested in 
telling the stories that no one else will tell. Every human being has a story to tell and if we look closely, 
that story may be more interesting than that of any fictional superhero. 

Education 

· B.A., Biology, 1981: University of South Florida, Tampa, FL. 

· M.D., 1985: University of Miami School of Medicine, Miami, FL. 

· Internal Medicine Residency, 1985-1988: Emory University Hospitals, Atlanta, GA. 

· Infectious Diseases Fellowship, 1991-1994: Walter Reed Army Medical Center, Washington, DC. 

· MFA in Motion Pictures 2019-Present 

Work Experience 
 
2014-Present Professor, Department of Medicine, and Microbiology and Immunology, Pennsylvania 

State University College of Medicine, Hershey, PA. 
2008-2014   Associate Professor, Department of Medicine, and Microbiology and Immunology, 

Pennsylvania State University College of Medicine, Hershey, PA. 
2005- Present Associate Professor, Uniformed Services University of the Health Sciences, Bethesda, 

Maryland. 
2007-2008  Chief, Malaria Pathogenesis Section, Division of Malaria Vaccine Development, Walter 

Reed Army Institute of Research. 
2003-Present  Principal Investigator, Dept. of Cellular Injury, Division of Military Casualty, Walter 

Reed Army Institute of Research. 
1994-2005  Assistant Professor, Dept. of Medicine, Uniformed Services University of the Health 

Sciences, Bethesda, Maryland. 
1994-1997  Infectious Disease Officer, Department of Immunology, Walter Reed Army Institute of 

Research, Washington, DC. 
1994-1997       Staff, Infectious Disease Service, Walter Reed Army Medical Center, Washington, DC. 
1990-1991 Battalion Surgeon, Task Force 1-8, 1st Cavalry Division, Persian Gulf War. 
1988-1991  Staff, General Internal Medicine, Darnall Army Community Hospital, Ft. Hood, TX. 

Chairman, Critical Care Committee and Member, Infection Control Committee. 
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1980 -   Received Dr. Sylvan Myer's Award for Outstanding   Achievement in Physics and 
Mathematics, University of South Florida. 

1981 -  Finished undergraduate studies as Magna Cum Laude.   
1985 -  Received M.D. degree with an additional distinction for scientific research performed. 
1994 -   Bailey K. Ashford Clinical Research Award, Walter Reed Army Medical Center 

 1998 -   WRAIR Association, Edward L. Buescher Young Scientist Award. 
2006- Order of Military Medical Merit 
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