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Personal Statement

I have been a physician for most of my life. During these many years | have experienced everything |
thought being a doctor would be like: the agony of losing a patient and the joy of saving a life, the
frustration of futility and the intoxication of making the right diagnosis when no one else could,
exhaustion to the point of falling asleep standing, and the superhuman effort to wield my brain and
body to evaluate one more patient in the middle of the night. | have seen friends and strangers die
despite my best efforts and, yes, there may have been a few that | did not exactly help despite my
best intentions. As a member of the US Army | have been to war and back a few times and
experienced the terror of what seemed like certain death at the hand of the enemy as well as the
exhilaration of returning home in one piece. Indeed, | have had a very enriching life. It is now time for
me to tell some of these stories and there is no better medium than film to do that. | am interested in
telling the stories that no one else will tell. Every human being has a story to tell and if we look closely,
that story may be more interesting than that of any fictional superhero.
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